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      Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
 

 
 
Greetings MWA Members, 
 
The committee and I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year and let us hope that it will 
not be too concerning for us all following the interventions occurring across the pond! 
 
Still let us put that to the back of our minds and PARTY! I hope you have all seen Shaun 
Keens Facebook post asking you to save the date, as shown below: -  
 
Shaun Keen 
Admin 

Top contributor · ·5 December 2025 · SAVE THE DATE! 2026 Reunion & AGM. 
 
To finish off the 50th Anniversary Year. ex - MW ranks & rates will return to their "Alma mater" of HMS Vernon. 
During the weekend 20th - 22nd March 2026 with The Reunion at the Old Customs House (Gunwharf Quays) & it 
is hoped to hold the AGM within sight of the Vernon Monument, in the Holiday Inn Express. 
We are trying to negotiate a group rate at the Holiday Inn for attendees & their families/guests. 
The Reunion will be a smart casual event with hot buffet & table service for drinks, if required, 
Planning in its early stages at present but costs should be no more than £35.00 per head! 
 
I can confirm that the 2026 MWA REUNION & AGM will take place over the weekend the 
20th – 22nd March 2026. We are aware that the last few Pompey based reunions have been 
held at the Royal Maritime Hotel (Home Club) and this has become a little too repetitive. 
Hence the reason for a change of scenery.  
 
The Reunion ‘HQ’ will be the Holiday Inn Express in Gunwharf Quays, on land once 
occupied by HMS Vernon Wardroom, and dependant on numbers, this will also be the venue 
for the 2026 MWA AGM which will be held from 0930 – 1200 on Saturday 21st March 2026. 
Should you have any items you wish to be included in the AGM agenda, please forward 
them to the Association Secretary, Tony Mulrian. The 2026 MWA Reunion, will be held on 
the upper floor of the Old Customs House, or as most of us may know it the Old HMS 
Vernon Admin Offices, with the Captains Office and Table! 

 
 
The rig will be smart casual (1), with a Hot 
Buffet, along with both table service and/or 
bar service for drinks. The event will start at 
1930 and will finish at 2359 on Saturday 21st 
March 2026. 
 
The cost, per head, will be £30.00 for MWA 
members and £35.00 for non-members/guests 
The closing date for applications to attend 
WILL BE Sunday 15th February 2026, due to 
contractual reasons with venues. 
The committee have negotiated a very 

favourable rate, with the Holiday Inn Express, Gunwharf, for a weekend stay from Friday 20th 
March 2026 until Sunday 22nd March 2026, inclusive of Bed and Full National Breakfast:- 

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/gb/en/portsmouth/pmegq/hoteldetail?_PMID=99634975&cm_mmc=CJ-_-5250933-_-101284630&setPMCookies=true&mktgvar=CJ-_-5250933-_-101284630-_-Holiday%20Inn%20Express|%20Click%20Here-_-2ce080dfeb1f11f082ed00870a18b8fc&cj_af_type_i=463075_trso&pid=cj_int&is_retargeting=true&af_click_lookback=14d&cj_af_type_e=463073&af_media_type=app&glat=AFFI&brandCode=EX&cjdata=MXxZfDB8WXww&deep_link_value=shopbybrand&clickid=2ce080dfeb1f11f082ed00870a18b8fc&cjevent=2ce080dfeb1f11f082ed00870a18b8fc&cj_af_cid=1501303&af_reengagement_window=14d&c=Holiday%20Inn%20Express|%20Click%20Here
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• Double Room: £114.00 per room per night (£228.00 total for two nights) 
• Single Room:  £104.00 per room per night (£208.00 total for two nights) 

 
As you are all aware there is numerous alternative accommodation in Portsmouth, but it 
would be great if we could all base ourselves here, for the weekend. However, feel free to 
use alternative accommodation if you so wish. 
 
Both Accommodation and/or Event Tickets will be paid together directly to the MWA bank 
account via the link or QR Code, below, Using payment reference: - Surname Reunion 26 
 
https://paymentrequest.natwestpayit.com/reusable-links/687dc010-f035-4aa2-b60d-
481d8c106e08 
 

 
 
 
So, for example: - 
 
For a Double Room on Friday and Saturday nights with Reunion Tickets for two 
 

Item Number Cost 
MWA Member Reunion Ticket 1 £30.00 

Non-Member/Guest Reunion Ticket 1 £35.00 
Friday Night B&B/Double 1 £114.00 

Saturday Night B&B/Double 1 £114.00 
Total to pay in full  £293.00 

The closing date for payment is Sunday 15th February 2026, due to contractual reasons!                
 
 
 
For a Single Room on Friday and Saturday nights with 1 Reunion Ticket 
 

Item Number Cost 
MWA Member Reunion Ticket 1 £30.00 

Friday Night B&B/Single 1 £104.00 
Saturday Night B&B/Single  1 £104.00 

Total to pay in full  £238.00 

https://paymentrequest.natwestpayit.com/reusable-links/687dc010-f035-4aa2-b60d-481d8c106e08
https://paymentrequest.natwestpayit.com/reusable-links/687dc010-f035-4aa2-b60d-481d8c106e08
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The closing date for payment is Sunday 15th February 2026, due to contractual reasons! 
 
 
For Reunion Tickets for two 
 

Item Number Cost 
MWA Member Reunion Ticket 1 £30.00 

Non-Member/Guest Reunion Ticket 1 £35.00 
Total to pay in full  £65.00 

The closing date for payment is Sunday 15th February 2026, due to contractual reasons! 
 
 
 
For Reunion Ticket for one 
 

Item Number Cost 
MWA Member Reunion Ticket 1 £30.00 

Total to pay in full  £30.00 
The closing date for payment is Sunday 15th February 2026, due to contractual reasons! 
 
Can we please ask you to complete this google form after 

sending payment as described above.  
 

This form MUST be completed prior to the cutoff date of Sunday 15th February 2026, 
PLEASE, due to contractual reasons! 

 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you all at our old home, and who knows we may have one 
or two surprises for you over the weekend! 
 
Whilst on the subject of reunions, please remember The Shindig Reunion over the Army v 
Navy Rugby Weekend. Three Rugby Matches, in Two Days, Rugby and Ex Military/Rugby 
Social and Banter, Accomadation and Food, along with a pint or two! Details to follow. 
 
Also a shout out for the Portland Ton Class/Black Tot Day Reunion organised by Ray 
Standley and of course the monthly Dit Sessions organised by Taff Reader/Pete Whitehead 
who can be found via the MWA Facebook page. 
 
In the not-so-distant future, but requires early commitment, is our televised event!  
The MWA Cenotaph Remembrance Parade, November 2026, details on the MWA Events 
Facebook page. Please visit the page and indicate your interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/sdJ1Be5zWP9pu1is9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/393091877538526/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/393091877538526/?ref=share
https://facebook.com/events/s/mwa-remembrance-parade/1975011126625520/
https://facebook.com/events/s/mwa-remembrance-parade/1975011126625520/
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That means: - 
 

Reunion & AGM March 2026 
Army v Navy Shindig Reunion May 2026 

Black Tot Weekend July/August 2026 
Cenotaph Remembrance Parade November 2026 

MWA Christmas Dinner December 2026 tbc 
MWA Dit Sessions Monthly 

 
       
 We hope to see you, over a busy 2026. ‘Ave a good one! 
 
Yours Aye  

‘JIM’ Hawkins,  
Jim Hawkins QVRM VR (Rtd) 

Chair of the Minewarfare Association 

(1) Male Female Smart Casual Dress Code. 

Smart casual dress code, in the UK, is designed to balance comfort and professionalism.                     
Here are the key guidelines for both men and women: 

Men:  

• A smart casual outfit typically includes a tailored blazer, dark jeans or trousers, and a crisp 
white shirt. Accessories like a tie or blazer can add a polished touch.  

Women:  

• Women can opt for a smart casual look by pairing a dressy top with tailored trousers or dark jeans.  

• A blazer can add a touch of sophistication, and heels or smart flats are acceptable footwear choices.  

General Tips:  

• Both men and women should focus on fit, comfort, and personal style.  

• Avoid overly bright shoes and overly bold patterns.  

• Tailor your outfit to the specific event and occasion. 

• These guidelines ensure that attendees look professional while maintaining a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere.  

• Think Sunday Best/Wedding Outfit. 


